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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Sarah Motley, LCR
TCRA President

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and were able to enjoy some downtime with
family. It is hard to believe that it is already February and that we are in the full swing of things for
this new year. I wish everyone a very happy and successful 2020!

Misty Brigham and myself attended a career fair at Irving College Elementary School in McMinnville
in December. We were wondering how it was going to go with the children being on the younger
end of the scale, but we were so pleasantly surprised by our day there. The kids that attended the
career fair absolutely loved it. They hung on our every word and were so intrigued by the machine.
We feel like we taught them a lot, and, in turn, they taught us a lot that day. The kids sent us the
sweetest thank you notes, and we do believe we had an impact by attending their career fair.

Even more, we had great success talking to the adults that were there! There were plenty of
teachers and volunteers that we were able to talk to and really educate about the career of court
reporting. We got so many adults interested in the A to Z program and about pursuing court
reporting as a career. Even if the adults we spoke to weren’t interested personally, so many of them
had children, nieces, nephews, friends, et cetera, that they thought would be great candidates for
the A to Z Program and were going to pass along the information. The TCRA Board really believes
these career days we participate in do make an impact and get the word out, and I encourage more
members to volunteer for these opportunities to share our profession with others.
TCRA participated in Day on the Hill again in Nashville during Court Reporting & Captioning Week.
Our lobbyist, Don Baltimore, and two volunteers, Jenny Checuga and Jennifer Haynie, along with
myself were able to attend. We had many people come by the TCRA table. We gave them
information and brochures about our profession, the A to Z Program, and had our House Resolution
for Court Reporting & Captioning Week out on display for everyone to see.
The Florida Court Reporters Association have announced their plan to have a “Men of Court
Reporting” Calendar. We have until March 18th to make our nominations. Please nominate your
favorite Tennessee male reporter so that Tennessee can be represented!
As always, please reach out with any comments, questions, or concerns. Also reach out if you
would like to volunteer at any events, would like to serve on a committee, or have any ideas for
TCRA to further promote our profession.
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CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Kristin Burke, LCR
TCRA Vice President
Convention Committee Chair

Convention Central is READY TO GO and we hope you are, too!! Your TCRA Convention
Committee has been working hard to bring another great convention to Brentwood, Tennessee at
the Four Points By Sheraton Nashville – Brentwood.
We have a very well-rounded lineup of speakers and seminars to be presented this year. Each one
will bring new insight to us as professionals and our lives as a whole. This will include highlighting
the 100th year commemorating United States women winning the right to vote and the
Tennesseans who helped make that happen.
Speaking of “Passing The Torch”, look for fun FUNDraising activities with an Olympic theme this
year. In keeping with that theme, as well, we will be asking for your submissions of a mentor,
teacher or colleague who has helped shape your professional life for a special PowerPoint
presentation.
Your attendance and enjoyment of convention means everything to us as we plan this event every
year. Your participation and volunteer spirit in becoming a Break Sponsor, Silent Auction and Door
Prize contributor is also a significant factor in a successful event each year. We have a new Grand
Prize to give away this year, something sure to make a Big Splash, and we are accepting Grand
Prize Sponsors, as well.
Keep your eyes, e-mail and social media open for more announcements to come regarding our
speakers, vendors Friday Night Social event and more!
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Candace Covey, RDR, CRR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM
TCRA Western Director
Fundraising Committee Chair
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR(CA)
TCRA Middle Director
Fundraising Committee Co-Chair

BURR…doesn’t that crisp chill in the air just make you want to bundle up and get cozy? Next time
you get that chance to just relax, let your mind go to ways we can together raise money for our
Association. Jot the idea down. Submit the idea. Done. Candace and I are willing, ready and
able to execute.
As we have mentioned in our prior report, there have been great ideas submitted, and we look
forward to making them happen not only to raise money, but also to have an opportunity to
socialize and mix it up and get to know our fellow TCRA members just a little bit better!
We look forward to hearing from you!
Candace: reportercovey@gmail.com
Katherine: kgale63@comcast.net

WHO: Any living breathing body who finds joy
in saving money and finding a heck of a deal!
WHAT: Search high and low for any STUFF
you have that might be court reporter or office
related.
WHEN: Open during convention.
WHERE: Vendor's hall.
WHY: Raise some money for TCRA and clean
out your office. We all win:
Examples: Binders, exhibit stickers, indexes,
microphones, stamps, digital recorders, court
reporting books, etc.
Everything must be in good working order!

Bring your items to our 2020 TCRA Annual Convention in Brentwood May 1-2, 2020
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR
TCRA Past President
Legislative Committee Chair

It is that time of year to watch for legislation affecting the Court Reporting Profession! The
legislative committee has voted to continue to retain the monitoring services of Don Baltimore with
Farris Bobango to monitor any new and existing legislation that is introduced. Below is a snapshot
of what is happening in the Assembly right now.
The Tennessee General Assembly convened Tuesday, January 14. Senator Randy McNally of Oak
Ridge continues to serve as Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Senate. Representative
Cameron Sexton, Republican, a banker from Crossville, was elected Speaker of the House. The
previous Speaker, Glen Casada of College Grove, resigned last fall.
Committee memberships are mostly the same as last year. The House has a new member, so
some minor committee assignments were made to accommodate the new member. The
committees reviewing most bills affecting court reporters are:

Senate Judiciary Chair is Senator Mike Bell (Riceville), 1st Vice Chair is Senator Jon Lundberg
(Bristol), and 2nd Vice Chair is Senator Dawn White (Murfreesboro). House Judiciary Chair is Rep.
Michael Curcio (Dickson), and Vice Chair is Rep. Johnny Garrett. House Judiciary Civil Justice
Subcommittee Chair is Rep. Mike Carter (Ooltewa). Criminal Justice Subcommittee Chair is Rep.
Andrew Farmer. These committees will review bills affecting court reporters. As of today, no new
bills introduced affect the profession of court reporting. All bills introduced last year carry over to
this year. This means we monitor last year’s legislation and this year’s legislation.
The deadline for introduction of legislation is February 5.
The House and Senate adjourned until Tuesday, January 21.

New Members

TCRA MEMBERSHIP
Membership Total
187
Professional

179

Student

6

Associate

2

CCR

75

TCRA Membership Expires March 31, 2020
Join or Renew your membership today
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR
TCRA Past President
Legislative Committee Chair

Your TCRA 2020-2021 Nominating Committee is in full swing to present a slate of officers to the
membership that will serve the role of your TCRA Board. We are looking for hard working reporters
with great enthusiasm and ideas to serve in these roles.
The current positions, which are open for a vote by the professional membership are:
President Elect
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer
Eastern Director (two-year term)
Western Director (two-year term)
Middle Director (two-year term)
Nominations must be submitted and received by March 16, 2020. You can submit a nomination
online here. TCRA Nomination Form
Please note: Only Professional members of TCRA can make nominations. All eligible nominees
who are willing to be considered for the above-mentioned positions in TCRA will be published to
TCRA’s membership 30 days prior to its Annual Business Meeting provided their nomination is
received on or before March 16, 2020.
Nominations for any remaining open officer and director positions must be submitted 15 days
before the Annual Business Meeting which will be held May 2, 2020 in Nashville a the Annual
Convention. Only TCRA Professional Members are eligible for TCRA Officer or Board positions.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us, your TCRA Nominating Committee.
Dana Webb, Committee Chair
Sheryl Weatherford, Committee Member
Debbie West, Committee Member
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SCHOLARSHIP/MENTORING
COMMITTEE
Carol West, LCR, CCR
TCRA Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee Chair

I am scheduled to participate and share at College/Career days at the following schools:
February 28, 2020 - Central High School
March 4, 2020 - Signal Mountain High School
March 13, 2020 - Chattanooga School for Arts and Sciences
March 24, 2020 - Soddy Daisy High School
Emails have been sent to all 2019 attendees of the 2019 A to Z Program informing all attendees of
the TCRA scholarship that is offered to enrolled court reporting students who are also student
members of TCRA and advising them of the posting of scholarship application rules on the TCRA
website. I also informed all 2019 A to Z attendees that mentors were available to them through
TCRA.

General Guidelines for TCRA's Court Reporting Scholarship:
1) Student must be a current student member of TCRA (Dues are $25 a year).
2) Student must provide proof of enrollment (signature of instructor) at an institution or online
program that has been approved by the TCRA Scholarship/Mentoring Committee.
3) Student must provide official transcript from a TCRA-approved court reporting school.
4) Student must write an essay of 100-300 words entitled Why I Want to be a Court Reporter, Why
I Want to be a Captioner, or Why I Want to be a CART Provider.
5) Applications must be submitted via this online form and/or postmarked 15 days prior to our
Annual Convention.
You may find additional information and access our online application here.
All scholarship essays will be read by the members of Scholarship/Mentoring Committee, and a
scholarship winner will be announced at our May TCRA Convention.
Robin Fouraker, Committee Member
Janet Tilley, Committee Member
Carol West, Committee Chair
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The TCRA Board and Members extend our heartfelt sympathy to
Kathy Samson on the loss of her mother
And our prayers for those who are sick or undergoing treatment:
Debbie West’s husband, Tom
Katherine Gale
Korian Neal’s sister
Martha Davis

Laurel Eiler
Sheila Wilson
Keith Lemons
Jackie Ticer

Deadra Ragsdale, a past president of TCRA and freelance court reporter, has recently been
selected to be the court reporter for Judge Sandra Donaghy, Circuit Court Judge for the Tenth
Judicial District Criminal Court in Tennessee. This court presides over Bradley, McMinn, Monroe,
and Polk Counties. Congratulations and our very best wishes, Deadra. The district is so lucky to
have you!
To Debbie Watson
who won our 2019
Convention Grand
Prize, tickets and
backstage passes
to Reba/Brooks &
Dunn concert in
Las Vegas

To Katherine
Rene West and
Terry West on
the birth of their
daughter on
12/10/2019

To Stephanie
Branim on
graduation from
Middle
Tennessee
State
University

To Julie Lyle on
moving to her new
home 12/23/19 in
Hermitage, TN

To Helen Deal on
the birth of her
granddaughter
Riley Mechelle
on 12/20/19

To Kim Davidson
on the birth of her
granddaughter,
Bristol Lynn, on
12/22/19
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BYLAWS RESOLUTION
If you have suggestions for changes that will help our association, please submit a Bylaws
Resolution Form for consideration. The deadline for receiving the form is March 16, 2020.
The following Bylaws Resolution has been submitted for consideration at our Annual Business
Meeting at convention on May 2, 2020.

The purpose of my suggesting this bylaw change is to have in place the option of the board in future
to maybe open up voting online. I think by keeping it fairly “vanilla,” that lets the board decide how
best to implement it in any given year, if they choose to do so. If the bylaws committee puts it
before membership for vote, it seems the best section in the bylaws would be under Article III,
Section 3.
Someday I’d love to see more of our convention being presented remotely. That could greatly
decrease TCRA’s convention expense and also open up other, smaller venues that may have
better pricing for us. Should that ever happen, we’ll need people to show up/vote at ABM. It’s my
hope by making bylaw change now, that lays the foundation for future opportunities.
Thank you again.
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2019 TCRA Annual Convention Partners
We wish to thank our Convention Partners for their help and support
before and during our 2019 convention. Without them, our convention
would just not have been possible.
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TCRA MOVERS AND SHAKERS
You know who they are. They are the ones putting themselves out there, taking on the challenges,
promoting our profession. We are grateful to them for using their talents for the benefit of all of us.
We salute these Ambassadors of our profession!!
TCRA member Julie Lyle opened
her home to our colleagues on
January 18, 2020, as part of a
nationwide grassroots effort by the
Protect Your Record Project
to unite reporters and raise
awareness of stenographic
reporting.

TCRA Past President
Kathy May presented a
seminar entitled
The Court Reporting Crisis
(Real or Not)
to the Tennessee Trial
Lawyers Association on
February 6, 2020.

TCRA Past Presidents
Sheila Wilson and Linda Hershey
and TCRA Vice President Kristin
Burke presented this 3-hour CLE
seminar to the Chattanooga Bar
Association on February 25, 2020.
Ms. Burke stepped in at the last
minute when TCRA member
Robin Fouraker was unable to
attend.
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11

TCRA MOVERS AND SHAKERS
(Continued)
Spreading the word and ensuring
our future by participating in
Career Days
Sarah Motley
Misty Brigham
Carol West
Leslie McAnally
Jennifer Checuga
(left and below)

TCRA President Sarah Motley
with Attorney Don Baltimore
at 2020 TCRA Day on the Hill.
Not pictured here but also
participating were Jennifer
Haynie and Jennifer Checuga.
Tennessee House Resolution
No. 213 declaring
February 8-15, 2020,
Tennessee Court Reporting
and Captioning Week
(far right)
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JOB POSTINGS
If fish aren't biting in your market, you gotta go where the fish are! Amazing opportunities with
reputable, busy freelance firm needing reporters in Memphis, Nashville, Knoxville, and
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Direct deposit paid on reporter's commission on full bill-out each month.
Love working with and training beginning reporters, as well as experienced reporters. Tennessee is
a low taxation state, with cost of living reasonable across most of the state. High income, low cost
of living = quality of life! Moving assistance available. Elite Reporting Services
Max@elitereportingservices.com
____________________________________

Morgan Reporting is seeking to add a freelance reporter in Middle Tennessee. We’ve been in
business over 35 years and now enjoy working as a small group of highly-skilled reporters. Most of
our work is networking; however, we do not contract. We don’t have a huge amount of overhead, so
I can keep the commission charged low.
Realtime is a definite plus but not required. We do need a reporter with the capability of getting out a
rough draft by the next day, if requested. We have 99% deposition work; although, to keep our
clients happy, we are required to cover court every now and then.
Please email marilyn.morgan@morganreporting.com.
_______________________________________

Brentwood Court Reporting Services is seeking a court reporter licensed in Tennessee to add to
our team of valued professionals. We offer steady work as well as a full-service support staff,
including production, video, scheduling, and accounting departments to handle all our technical
litigation support and professional needs. You provide the ASCII and we do the rest!
We believe a well-paid busy reporter is a happy reporter. You have the option of being paid on
billings or paid on receipt – your choice!
Required Certifications and Qualifications: Previous experience, TN LCR
NCRA certifications are valued!
If you are interested in being a valued colleague of our team, please send email to
jporter@brentwoodcrs.com.
____________________________________

Steno reporters needed to cover the following areas in Tennessee: Knoxville, Chattanooga,
Bristol, Johnson City, Kingsport, TN. 95% deposition work. 90% write-ups. Full or part-time.
We network with national firms but we are under no contracts. Very low commission. Pay twice a
month on what comes in, OR pay twice a month on bill-outs for a higher commission.
If interested, please contact Debbie at spdefingers@aol.com or call 865-216-9265.
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Student Corner
Tiffany Brosemer Student Scholarship Fund
Sponsored by Tennessee Court Reporters Association

Each year TCRA sponsors a scholarship for court reporting students. Students may participate in
the program by writing a short essay. The student scholarships are awarded to deserving students
each year at our Annual Convention.
In honor and memory of Tiffany Robinson Brosemer, we have renamed the Student Scholarship
Fund to the "Tiffany Brosemer Student Scholarship Fund." Tiffany lost a courageous battle with
cancer on December 14, 2009. She was a long-time member of TCRA, having served on several
committees and as a Middle Division Director during the years 2005-2006. We feel it is especially
fitting to rename the Student Scholarship Fund, as Tiffany was the first recipient of the Student
Scholarship Award in 2003.
The deadline for the submittal of essays is 15 days prior to our Annual Convention. Our convention
will be held in Brentwood, Tennessee, on May 1-2, 2020. The deadline to receive the essay is
April 16, 2020.
For more information click here.

Resources:
Analyze your notes
RPR Level Practice Dictation
Free Dictation
180-240 WPM Takes
Audio/Video Playback Speed Controller for Chrome
Stenokey
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RED TAPE, RULES,
AND REGULATIONS
Court reporter licenses in Tennessee are now administered by the
Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance’s Division of Regulatory
Boards. All questions regarding licenses should be directed to that office.
TDCI’s contact information has changed. Please contact Katie Long at
TDCI with any concerns or questions at (615) 741-3449 or by email at
Katie.Long@TN.gov.

Tennessee Board of Court Reporting
Stephanie Branim
Korian Neal
Marilyn Morgan
Ken Mansfield
Brandon Pettes
Judge John Rambo (not pictured)

Announcements
Renewals & CE Audit
Effective April 1st, we will enter another regularly scheduled biennial renewal
period. Remember, you must complete your CE and submit your renewal
application online here by no later than June 30th. Reminders will be sent out
during the first week of May, but you will be permitted to submit your renewal
application as early as April 1st and attest to the completion of your CE.
We no longer require that you attach your CE to your renewal application, but
you must have completed it and attest to that fact at the time of your
application. If you have any concerns or questions, you may direct those to the
following email address: Court.reporters@tn.gov.

The Volunteer Reporter - February 2020

16

2019-2020 TCRA OFFICERS
AND DIRECTORS
Sarah Motley, LCR
President
All Committees
motley.sarahm@gmail.com
Misty Brigham, LCR
President-Elect
Bylaws and Newsletter Committees
mbrigham16@gmail.com
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR
Past President
Nominating & Legislative Committees
danawebb@alphareporting.com
Kristin Burke, LCR
Vice President
Convention Committee
skristin1814@yahoo.com
Leslie McAnally, LCR, CCR
Secretary/Treasurer
CCR Committee
leslie_mcanally@bellsouth.net

Carol X. West, LCR, CCR
Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee
carolxwest@aol.com
Kathy Samson
Eastern Director
Membership Committee
kathyasamson@gmail.com
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR-CA
Middle Director
Fundraising Committee
kgale63@comcast.net
Beth Frazier, RPR, RMR, CRC
Middle Director
Education and Public Relations Committee
bethfrazierccp@gmail.com
Tina Summers, LCR
Western Director
Membership Committee
tinasummerslcr@gmail.com
Candace Covey,
RDR, RPR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM
Western Director
Fundraising Committee
reportercovey@gmail.com

Lynn Terrell, LCR
Administrative/Website Director
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
administrator@tncra.com
901.388.8151
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MISTY BRIGHAM, LCR
TCRA President-Elect
Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair

The Volunteer Reporter is a publication produced quarterly for members of TCRA and other
interested parties and is dedicated to the improvement of our profession and to provide a link
between TCRA and its members.
Letters for the newsletter are welcomed and will be printed according to space availability. The
Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit letters according to space and formatting
requirements or as ethics require, so long as the original meaning remains intact. Additionally,
research articles may be written to earn TCRA CEU credits. Author must submit online and receive
approval of such in order to earn CEUs. Contact the Newsletter and Social Media Committee for
details.
Submission and advertising deadline is 15 days before publication date. Material received less
than 15 days after deadline will be held for next issue.
Statement of fact, opinion, and all advertisements are made on the responsibility of the author
and do not imply endorsement on the part of TCRA or its officers. Reprint rights are granted to all
NCRA-affiliated publications, with appropriate attribution.
Tennessee Court Reporters Association
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
(901) 388-8151
administrator@tncra.com

MARCH
08 Daylight Savings Time Begins

APRIL

MAY

01 April Fool’s Day

01-02 TCRA Annual Convention

09 Passover

05 Cinco de Mayo

10 Good Friday

10 Mother’s Day

12 Easter Sunday
31 TCRA Membership Renewal
Deadline

22 Earth Day

25 Memorial Day
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